Dear Legislator

As a Christian, I am committed to following Jesus Christ, whose message is filled with concern for the “least”-- the most distressed of humanity.  Jesus' first public address specifically mentions the poor, captives, the blind, and the oppressed (Luke 4:18).  His ministry was filled with concern for people disadvantaged in society.  He insisted that people be treated with justice and compassion.

Therefore, as a Christian in this community, I am outraged by the jail situation in Erie County.

Erie County is our community.  People being held by the County are being held in our name, by judges and sheriffs elected by County citizens, including our church members.  It brings shame on us and on our churches that this situation continues.  We deplore the conditions existing at the Erie County Holding Center and the Alden facility having to do with the treatment of prisoners, particularly suicide prevention, medical and mental health care, and decency and respect.

As your constituent, I ask you to support the Erie County Legislature’s initiative to establish a Community Advisory Board, whose membership will include community leaders currently involved in this issue, and whose powers will effectively resolve the problems currently facing the administration of justice at the Erie County Holding Center.

Sincerely,

