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Catherine Bohan, EIS Document Manager

West Valley Demonstration Project

U.S. Department of Energy

P.O. Box 2368

Germantown, MD 20874

Dear Ms. Bohan: 

We humans have a moral obligation to care for God’s good creation and to clean up our mess before handing the work off to our descendents.

Therefore, I am writing you in support of the Sitewide Removal Alternative (full waste excavation cleanup) for the West Valley Demonstration Project(WVDP) as described in the Draft Environmental Impact Statement issued by the DOE and the NYS Energy & Research Authority in December, 2008. 

I oppose the Preferred Alternative because it would delay the final cleanup decision for the majority of the wastes for another 30 years, leaving most of the nuclear waste on the site.

Such delay is irresponsible because the DOE knows now what needs to be done.

The site is geologically unstable, featuring significant surface erosion. The WVDP has found nuclear waste contaminating the ground water in a plume that is moving toward the local streams. Radioactivity from the site has been found already at the juncture of the Niagara River and Lake Ontario. The work to be done is clear, and any delay in the decision process simply exacerbates known threats to human health and safety.

Therefore, I support the Sitewide Removal Alternative because it provides a permanent and safe solution and removes the radioactive waste from an unstable site with serious erosion problems and

provides the most cost-effective approach, according to a recent independent study, (see The Real Costs of Cleaning Up Nuclear Waste: A Full Cost Accounting of Cleanup Options for the West Valley Nuclear Waste Site).

The choice of the Sitewide Removal Alternative empowers the DOE with a clear directive: 

to focus now on excavating all nuclear wastes and preparing them properly for eventual storage 

at a safe location.

Sincerely,

cc: Congress, President Obama

U.S. Congress addresses, 2009 representing members of WNY Presbytery

Hon. Brian M. Higgins 

U.S. House of Representatives 

726 Exchange St., Suite 601 

Buffalo, NY 14210

Hon. Chris Lee, Congressman 

U.S. House of Representatives 

325 Essjay Road, Suite 405 

Amherst, NY 14221

Hon. Louise Slaughter, Congresswoman 

U.S. House of Representatives 

465 Main Street, Suite 105 

Buffalo, NY 14203

Hon. Eric Massa, Congressman

U.S. House of Representatives

89 West Market Street

Corning, New York 14830

Hon. Kristen Gillibrand

United States Senate

531 Dirksen Senate Office Building

District of Columbia 20510-3204

kirsten_gillibrand@gillibrand.senate.gov
Fax: (202) 228-0282

Hon. Charles Schumer, Senator 

United States Senate 

130 S. Elmwood Ave., Rm 660 

Buffalo, NY 14202

President Barack Obama

The White House

1600 Pennsylvania Avenue

Washington, DC 20500

