
First there was…   

•  Lewis and Clark exploring the 
West.. 
•  Odysseus traveled for years to 
get home… 
•Amelia Earhart tried to fly around 
the World... 

The Incredible 
Journey 

Confirmation Retreat for Eighth 
and Ninth Grade Youth 
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 “The journey of a thousand miles 

begins beneath one's feet.” 

 

Contact Us! 
We’d like to hear from you by: 

Friday  

February 12th, 2010 

Mary Lee Talbot 
Director of Spiritual Nurture and Discipleship 

 (716) 961-8447 
MaryLeeT@pbywny.org 

 
David Stewart 

1st Presbyterian Church Youngstown 

 (716) 696-0382 
David_srhigh@me.com 

 
Linda Babcock 

Orchard Park Presbyterian Church 

 (716) 863-2801 
lindab@oppchurch.org Now we begin our 

spiritual odyssey! 
 Our journeys probably won’t 
be like those, we hope!  But how can 
we take the first steps?  

  Join us to start our 
life-long journeys in faith 

together.   
  

Presbytery of Western New York 
 



How to Prepare:  
This retreat is meant to supplement your 
confirmation process, but we would like to 
build from a shared starting point.  Please 
have a discussion with your youth about 
BAPTISM  prior to the retreat.  This is a 
topic best discussed within the faith 
community that will receive the youth into 
membership.     

-This is an overnight retreat so please 
make sure that all participants are 
prepared with a sleeping bag and 
toiletries.   

-As this is a retreat, and not a lock-in, we 
will have lights-out at a reasonable hour.  

-There will be separate male and female 
sleeping areas and we encourage groups to 
bring both male and female leaders if 
possible.  All Adult leaders should be at 
least 21 years old. 

 

Cost  
 To provide flexibility we are 
offering two methods for your group to 
support this retreat. 

 Your group can volunteer to 
provide and manage a specific aspect of 
the retreat. For example, a large group 
may decide to plan and provide breakfast 
for  the group or provide the snacks or 
materials for the mission project.  

 Please get in touch with us ASAP 
so that we can determine which project 
would be a good fit for your group. 

OR 

 A flat fee of $15 for each youth 
and adult that is attending.  This will 
allow us to pay for facilities and 
materials. 

 

What to Expect:  
 This is a workshop based retreat 
designed for eighth and ninth graders as an 
addition to confirmation classes. There will 
be time for youth to be part of a large and 
energetic group and time for small groups 
to explore faith in a safe and respectful 
environment.   

Personal Faith Statements in Art: 

 In a small group setting, there will 
be opportunities for experiential and artistic 
expressions about God and our faith 
journeys. 

Service Project: 

 We will be working to provide 
service to a local organization. 

Communion Workshop: 

 We will conclude our time together 
with a workshop exploring the meaning 
behind communion and will share 
communion with our new friends.  

Much, Much More: 

 There will be many opportunities for 
the youth to meet their peers from other 
churches and form friendships that will last 
a lifetime. 

http://oneyearbibleimages.com/communion.jpg 
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