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Mission Design continued from Page 1

faces in living into that vision? 3) What does

the synod do well for you? What does the
synod do that you can do without? What is
the synod not doing that you need? 4) What
is it that the synod does or could be doing
that presbyteries would not be able to do by
themselves?

Nine consultations were held with presby-
tery councils during 2009, and the meeting
schedule has heated up since, with four
scheduled in February, six in March, two in

May 2010. The goal is to complete the con-
sultations before June, so that discerned
themes that emerge from the consultations
can be fashioned into recommendations as
part of a comprehensive report to the Synod
Assembly in October 2010. Teams of two,
usually including an elected Mission Design
Team member and a synod staff member,
represent the synod in these visits.

With the knowledge that the General As-
sembly will be considering an overture in
July from New Hope Presbytery, recom-
mending that synods be eliminated from the
structure and governance of the PC(USA),
and that questions are being raised in the
Synod of the Northeast about issues of ap-
propriate governance and mission resourc-
ing, including
should be diminished, the consultations pro-
vide opportunity for conversations about the

vision, discipleship, and health of the church
at all levels.

The Mission Design Team is chaired by
Florence Fletcher, Elder from Hudson River
Presbytery. Other design team members
include Elder David Norton, Genesee Val-
ley; Elder Laura Lawson, Susquehanna Val-
ley; Rev. Raymond Bonwell, New Bruns-
wick; Alicia Toke, (young adult representa-
tive), Elizabeth; Rev. Agnes Blackmon,
New York City; Rev. Samuel Stone, Pali-
sades; Rev. Stuart Buisch (Synod Modera-
tor), Western New York; Rev. Deborah
Brincivalli, (executive presbyter representa-
tive), West Jersey; Elder Alan Ford, Eliza-
beth; Elder James Tse (Synod Council Mod-
erator), New York City; Elder Mary Lynne

w h e t Howars, SynbdExeaitivarfa Adnmistra-o | e

tion/Stated Clerk; and Rev. Clinton A.
McCoy, Synod Executive for Partnership.

There is a crisis in Madagascar, too. Read a recent report from midst of the turmoil felt by all people, including the church
mission worker Dan Turk. Pray for God to be at work in the

there at www.synodne.org. .

A PLACE TO CALL HOME: IMMIGRANTS, REFUGEES, AND DISPLACED PEOPLES
2010 ECUMENICAL ADVOCACY DAYS
MARCH 19-22 AT DOUBLETREE HOTEL, CRYSTAL CITY, VA

cumenical Advocacy Days, 4 Place to

Call Home: Immigrants, Refugees, and
Displaced Peoples, will be held March 19-
22,2010 at the Doubletree Hotel in Washing-
ton DC suburb Crystal City, VA. Registra-
tion is $160.00 before February 13, 2010 and
$175.00 thereafter.

Participate with hundreds of faith-based ad-
vocates through informed topical briefings
and the work of advocacy for U.S. legisla-

tion that embodies the gospel by welcoming
immigrants, protecting refugees, and prevent-
ing the displacement
of millions.

Student scholarships
are available through
Ecumenical Advo-
cacy Days on their

Young Adult Page or
by email.

The Synod's Public Policy Advocacy Net-
work (PPAN) offers a scholarship of $500
per person (ask for less if you need less).
Persons from churches with less than 150
members may request scholarship support

from the Synod's Mary Wallingford Fund.
Click here to go to the Ecumenical Advocacy

Days website for registration and hotel infor-
mation.

EARLY MINISTRY INSTITUTE
MAY 2-6,2010 AT STONY POINT CONFERENCE CENTER

arly Ministry
Institute (EMI)
convenes May 2,
2010 around the
theme Who You Are:
A Journey to Authen- A
tic Ministry. The Rev. " = =
Bill Golderer, Founding Pastor and Convener
of the Broad Street Ministry in Philadelphia,

PA is the keynote speaker.

The registration fee is $250.00 before April
1* with a late fee of $20.00 afterwards.

The Presbytery and the Synod share a com-
mitment to provide a personal support system
and skills training new pastors with a goal to
help assure an effective and healthy ministry
experience for new pastor and congregation.

The first three years of a ministry are critical.
During this time many ministers experience
role confusion, isolation, and exhaustion
caused by too many demands and too few
resources. EMI provides the opportunity to
be part of a supportive community of peers,
faculty, and Design Team members. Click
here for more information.

BOARD OF PENSIONS SABBATH
SABBATICAL PROGRAM

INTEREST FREE STUDENT
LOANS/SCHOLARSHIPS

he final year of a 3-year pilot program sponsored by
the Board of Pensions allows pastors of churches of

fewer than 200 members a stipend of up to $3,000 to- f ~Y
wards a sabbatical leave. Click here to For more informa- [ DR morial Fund.'

tion.
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nterest-Free Student Loans and Scholarships are avail-
able to all Presbyterians in the Synod of the Northeast
for the 2010-201 Ischool year from the Wurffel-Sills Me-
' Applications must be received in the Synod
Office by April 1*. Click here for information.


http://advocacydays.org/yadults/
mailto:scholarships@advocacydays.org
http://www.synodne.org/mediagallery/album.php?aid=148&page=1
http://www.synodne.org/mediagallery/album.php?aid=148&page=1
http://www.synodne.org/mediagallery/album.php?aid=107&page=1
http://advocacydays.org/
http://www.synodne.org/index.php?page=2
http://synodne.org/
http://broadstreetministry.org/
http://www.synodne.org/mediagallery/album.php?aid=104&page=1
http://www.synodne.org/mediagallery/album.php?aid=104&page=1
http://synodne.org/

