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8.4.3 Committees of the Board The Board of Trustees may designate
committees from time to time to carry on certain aspects of its business, but the
actions of such committees shall be ratified by the Board before a committee’s
actions or recommendations are carried out.

8.4.4 Removal of Trustees Any Trustee may be removed with or without
cause by action of the Presbytery at any time.

Article 9
INDEMNIFICATION AND RECUSAL

9.0.1 Who Is Indemnified The Presbytery shall indemnify its officers,
Trustees, committee and team chairpersons, members of Presbytery Council and
employees and their respective executors and administrators, to the extent allowed
for officers and directors under the provisions of Sections 722 and 723 of the New
York Not-For-Profit Corporation Law.

9.0.2 Recusal Required In Certain Circumstances If a member of a
comimittee, team, council or commission or a voting member of Presbytery is
personally directly affected by a matter before any such body or is a member or pastor
(of any kind) of a church directly affected by a matter before any such body, that
member shall be excused from all discussion and voting on that matter. This shall
not prevent the body from deciding to recall the member to ask the member
questions, but the member shall again be excused before any further discussion or
voting on the matter.

Article 10
RULES AND AMENDMENTS

10.0.1 Rules The Presbytery shall be governed in all its actions by the
following, listed in order of priority:

a. the Constitution,

b. these Bylaws,

c. the Standing Rules, and

d. the latest edition of Robert’s Rules of Order.’

10.0.2 Amendments These Bylaws may be amended by a two-thirds vote
(except where another provision of these Bylaws allows a lesser majority) of the
eligible voters present and voting at a Stated Meeting of the Presbytery, provided
that notice of the proposed amendment has been presented in writing at the
previous Stated Meeting of the Presbytery.

5 At the time of the 2008 Revision, the latest edition is Robert’s Rules of Order Newly Revised, 10th
edition (Da Capo Press, Sarasota, 2000), ISBN 0-7382-0307-6. See G-9.0302.
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THE STANDING RULES

Introduction and Amendment In The Presbytery of Western New York, the
Standing Rules are rules related to the administration of the Presbytery’s meetings
and ongoing work. The Standing Rules are subject in all respects to the Constitution
of the Presbyterian Church (U.5.A.) and the Bylaws of the Presbytery. However in
the case of conflict between the Standing Rules and Robert’s Rules, the Standing
Rules shall prevail. The Standing Rules may be amended by a majority vote of the
presbyters present and voting at any Presbytery meeting, provided that written
notice of the proposed amendment was given at the preceding Presbytery meeting.

SR 1 Meeting Arrangements

a. Days and Times of Stated Meetings The Presbytery meetings from
April to October will be held on a weekday (i.e Monday through Friday) and from
November to March on Saturdays. Meetings held from April to October will begin at
4:00 p. m. Meetings held from November to March will be held during daylight
hours.

b. Place Normally, the Presbytery meetings shall take place in, and be
hosted by, member churches of the Presbytery.

c. Food Normally the Stated Meetings of the Presbytery will include a
break for a meal approximately midway through the meeting. The Annual Meeting
may be scheduled for a longer period and may include a longer meal break.

d. Fees A $5.00 meal fee shall be collected at registration from those
who plan to partake of the meal for Stated Meetings or special meetings. The
proceeds thereof shall be turned over to the host church.

SR 2 The Two-Meeting Rule

a. Matters to Which Applicable When a motion involves adding,
deleting, or changing a policy, bylaw or standing rule of the Presbytery, or a matter
which is known to be controversial, or a matter judged to be sufficiently complex to
warrant it, the entity presenting the motion shall present it for “informational first
reading” at one meeting of the Presbytery and for a vote at a subsequent meeting.
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b. What Is Permitted at First Reading At informational first reading,
the item will be moved and seconded if necessary. Questions for clarification and
information may be asked and answered. Discussion, debate and amendments are
not permitted at this meeting, but only at the second meeting when presented for a
vote.

¢. Imposition or Waiver of Rule If the two-meeting rule was not
suggested by the presenting entity, Presbytery Council may impose the rule on the
motion or may waive it if it has been suggested.

SR 3 New Business Item at a Presbytery Meeting

Handling Any presbyter has the privilege of presenting a proposed
item of new business which the presbyter intends for action at the same meeting.
The item must be presented in writing to the Moderator and Stated Clerk prior to
the indicated deadline for such items. To process such items, the Moderator will
convene the Council Leadership Team over the meal break and the CLT shall make
a recommendation for the Presbytery’s consideration as to the handling of the item.
Final determination on the handling of all new business items belongs to the
Presbytery.

SR 4 Appointments by the Moderator

Moderator Role Ordinarily, all appointments to administrative
commissions, task forces, etc. will be acted on by Presbytery. The function of the
Moderator will be to present a slate of nominees, giving due consideration to
concerns for inclusiveness and representation. One name will be proposed for each
position. There will be opportunity for nominations from the floor.

SR 5 Special Rule on Appointment of Investigative Committees
Moderator/Stated Clerk Roles In keeping with the Rules of Discipline,
the Moderator, in consultation with the Stated Clerk, shall appoint an Investigative

Committee to investigate a statement of alleged offense (D-10.0201 b). All such
appointments shall be reported at the next Presbytery meeting.
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SR 6 The Consent Agenda

a. Docketing, Posting Motions which appear routine to the CLT and
which are received in time will be placed in the Consent Agenda. The Consent
Agenda will be the first business item docketed for the Presbytery meeting. The
Consent Agenda will be sent out with the call to the meeting or will be posted on
the Presbytery web site (current address: www.pbywny.org) not later than the fourth
day before the meeting.

b. Removal At the request of any presbyter or at the direction of the
Presbytery Council, any item will be removed from the Consent Agenda and will be
docketed for full consideration during the meeting. The remaining items in the
Consent Agenda will be voted on without debate or amendment.

SR7 Access to the Floor at Presbytery Meetings

How Obtained All Presbytery bodies have direct access to the floor of
Presbytery meetings, provided that: (i) financial items, regardless of their source,
cannot be brought to the floor unless they have first been reviewed by the Board of
Trustees and (ii) all committees, teams, commissions and the Board of Trustees
shall inform the Presbytery Council of all items on which Presbytery action is
requested or required through the regular reporting process at or before Presbytery
Council meetings in order that Council may perform its docketing duties.

SR 8 Motions to Table and to Postpone

a. To Table During consideration of a motion, the motion to table is
appropriate only if the intention is to remove it from consideration temporarily
and return to it later in the same meeting. (Robert’s Rules §17, pp. 201-210) Motions
to table are not debatable.

b.To Postpone If the intent is to delay consideration until a subsequent
meeting or indefinitely, this is a motion to postpone. (Robert’s Rules §11, pp. 121-
124 ) Motions to postpone are debatable.

c. Moderator Determines The Moderator, who may consult with the

Stated Clerk, will determine the distinction between tabling and postponing
motions.
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SR 9 Roles of the Moderator and Stated Clerk in Meetings

Moderator Rules on Procedure In all meetings of the Presbytery, the
Moderator (or other person presiding) rules on all matters of procedure, points of
order, etc. The Moderator may, but is not required to, consult with the Stated Clerk
prior to a ruling. The role of the Stated Clerk is to advise and assist the Moderator in
the facilitation of the Presbytery’s work. It is not the function of the Stated Clerk to
offer a ruling on any question. All rulings of the Moderator may be appealed by any
member, with a second, followed by an affirmative or negative vote of the body. The
process is described in Robert’s Rules (§24, pp. 248-252).

SR 10 Additional Elder Representation at Presbytery Meetings

How Parity Is Achieved Parity between the minister-members resident
within the bounds of the Presbytery and the total number of elder-commissioners
which the churches are entitled to send to the Presbytery meetings is to be
maintained. (See G-11.0100 b.) For this purpose, immediately after the filing of
annual statistical reports by the Presbytery and the churches, the Stated Clerk will
determine the number of minister-members resident within the bounds of the
Presbytery and the total number of elder-commissioners which the churches are
entitled to send to the Presbytery meetings for that year. If there is a greater number
of minister-members, the Stated Clerk will establish a rotational system by which
the churches with one elder-commissioner will be entitled to send an additional
voting elder-commissioner to the upcoming meeting of the Presbytery. The number
of churches to which this invitation is extended will be the number needed to
achieve parity with the total number of resident minister-members. For this
purpose, the churches will be allowed additional elder-commissioners in order of
the alphabetical designation of their city, village or town as they are listed annually
in the Presbytery directory.

SR 11 Nomination and Election of Commissioners to General Assembly

a. Procedure for Minister-Commissioners

September
1. Nomination Forms are sent to pastors and clerks of session

and all other minister-members.
2. The Stated Clerk gives the chairperson of the Nominating
Committee:
a. the current sequence list of minister-members
b. the attendance record of the first ten names
c. committee involvement of the same ten names
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3. Nominating Committee determines the next five names who
qualify for consideration by current attendance and participation
guidelines. (See item 1 under “November” below.)

November

1. At the Nominating Committee meeting all Nomination Forms
received are reviewed. All minister-members to be considered as
commissioners must qualify by the current attendance and participation
guidelines as follows:

— each must have attended at least one-half of the Presbytery meetings

over the last two years

— each must be presently serving the Presbytery as an active

committee, team, Board or Council member.

2. The Nominating Committee is instructed in its choice of

commissioners by:

a. seniority

b. level of participation in the Presbytery,

c. attention to diverse representation i.e.
age, gender, racial/ ethnic, size of church,

d. interest and potential effectiveness as a commissioner,
and

e. availability to the Presbytery to report back.

Alternates will be considered as a nominee for commissioner in the

following year, but nomination is not automatic.

3. At the November Presbytery meeting, the Nominating Committee
presents the names of two commissioners and two alternates for election. A
summary of the qualifications for service is given with each name. Election
will occur by ballot at the January meeting. Nominations from the floor will
be accepted if the nominee qualifies by the attendance and participation
guidelines and is willing to serve. The guidelines and the additional
considerations for selection will be listed on the back of the ballot.

4. The Stated Clerk is responsible for updating the sequence list of
minister-members after General Assembly.

5. A minister-member will go to the end of the sequence list once
having served as a commissioner to General Assembly.

Procedure Notification

At the September Presbytery meeting the procedure for electing
minister Commissioners will be attached to the Nomination Form included
in the floor papers. Incoming minister-members are to be informed of this
Rule upon entrance into the Presbytery.
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b. Procedure for Elder-Commissioners
1. The Nominating Committee shall offer to the Presbytery one set of elder-
commissioners with alternates that agrees with the number of elder-commissioners
to be elected. If three elder-commissioners are to be sent, then there will be three
nominated as commissioners and three additional as alternates.
2. This procedure should be followed in the selection of the nominees:

a. Churches will be informed no later than two years in advance of a
General Assembly that the church will be eligible to provide an elder candidate for
this responsibility, and the church shall be asked to designate such a
candidate by September 1st following that notification.

b. It will be expected that this candidate shall be an active participant in
the life of the Presbytery in one of the following ways: as a permanent delegate who
will regularly attend the meetings of the Presbytery; or serve as a member of
Presbytery Council; or attend at least half of the meetings of the Presbytery as a
visitor or delegate in the interval of time prior to the election of General Assembly
commissioners.

c. If a church is unable to provide such a candidate for General
Assembly service, the Nominating Committee will be under no obligation to
nominate an elder from that church, and it shall retain that church in its same
position in the sequence roll.

d. The elder nominees elected by the Presbytery to serve as alternates in
a given year must be available to attend if one or more of the principal
commissioners cannot attend. If the alternates in a given year are not needed in this
way, they will be the Nominating Committee’s nominees for principal
commissioner to the next General Assembly provided their eligibility is maintained
in the intervening time.

c. Nomination from the Floor

Other nominees, either minister-members or elders, may be placed in
nomination from the floor by presbyters in the traditional manner following the
criteria in the applicable paragraph above. Anyone making a nomination from the
floor shall have obtained from the would-be nominee permission to do so and the
assurance that the would-be nominee will serve if elected. Persons nominated from
the floor at the November meeting will be responsible for providing a biographical
sketch indicating the nominee’s involvement in the life of the Presbytery in line
with the applicable criteria listed above.

d. Deadline This procedure is to operate with awareness that the

Presbytery’s principal and alternate commissioners to General Assembly must be
reported to the office of the General Assembly no later than February 1st.
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SR 12

SR 13

Nomination and Election of Commissioners to Synod

a. Synod Rules In keeping with the current policy of the
Synod of the Northeast, the Presbytery will elect ministers and elders
to serve multi-year terms according to the rotation system established
by Synod. Nominees will be required to agree that, if elected, they will
serve on the committees preassigned by Synod.

b. Presbytery Process The process for electing Presbytery's
nominees will follow the sequence list for ministers, listed according to
the date that they last represented Presbytery at a Synod meeting, or
by the date of the minister's being received into Presbytery as
minister-members. Churches will be listed according to the last date on
which they were entitled to nominate an elder to be a commissioner to
Synod. The requirement that a nominee must have attended at least
half of the Presbytery meetings in the previous year will apply. The
Nominations Committee will present a slate which contains twice the
number of commissioners to be elected so that alternates can be
designated.

Nomination and Election of Youth Advisory Delegates ("YADs")
to General Assembly and Synod

How Selected In January of each year, youth interested in being
YADs and who have been nominated by their local sessions will be
invited to an orientation and training which explains the work of
General Assembly and Synod and the role of the Youth Advisory
Delegate in each governing body. At the end of this event the youth
will nominate candidates to be the principal nominees and alternates
for both General Assembly and Synod. The result of this process will be
reported to the Nominating Committee which will present the
nominations to the January Presbytery meeting. No further
nominations will be received. The vote which Presbytery takes will be
to confirm these choices.
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